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Wel cone to Delhi, the Indian capital wth a popul ation of 16
mllion. In his third book, Commonweal th prize-w nning
observer Rana Dasgupta uses the nega- city.
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The crackle of such ruptures is barely audible to the nodern
ear. The book had startlingly, very little hunor or joy init.
| drive through the desol ate high-walled | anes that w nd

bet ween the farmnmhouses, reach the roar of the main road, and
head back towards the city.
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The story of Delhi is a parable for where we are all headed.
But in the nearby woods and wast el ands, by the sides Capital:
The Eruption of Delhi all the roads hereabout, ornate tonbs,
pal aces and nosques press up fromthe obstinate past —and,
waiting here in the gathering night, | sense, even through the
hard crust of twenty-first century cenent, ghosts rising from
the earth, the spirits of those who, for hundreds of years,
herded cattle, raised crops, worshi pped gods, built
settlenents, nade song, petitioned rulers, buried their dead.
Errorrati ngbook. Days Wt hout End.
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